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To browse Academia.edu and the wider internet faster and more securely, please take a few seconds
to upgrade your browser. You can download the paper by clicking the button above. Related Papers
HTML CSS complete reference By Deep Arora VISUAL QUICKSTART GUIDE By Nguyen Binh
CONTINUE TO DIGITOLIZE THE WORLD By kyaligonza tumwesige james CSS OReilly Cascading
Style Sheets The Definitive Guide.pdf By Mahady hasan Rony Learn to Code HTML and CSS By Ionel
Robu READ PAPER Download pdf. This fully updated edition provides the most modern and effective
tips, tricks, and tutorialbased instruction on CSS available today. Learn how to use new tools such as
Flexbox and Sass to build web pages that look great and run fast on any desktop or mobile device.
Ideal for casual and experienced designers alike. The important stuff you need to know Start with
the basics. Write CSSfriendly HTML, including the HTML5 tags recognized by today’s browsers.
Design for mobile devices. Create web pages that look great when visitors use them on the go. Make
your pages work for you. Add animations that capture the imagination, and forms that get the job
done. Take control of page layouts. Use professional design techniques such as floats and
positioning. Make your layouts more flexible. Design websites with Flexbox that adjust to different
devices and screen sizes. Work more efficiently. Write less CSS code and work with smaller files,
using Syntactically Awesome Stylesheets Sass. HTML provides web pages with content and
meaningful structure, and while it may not be pretty by itself, the web wouldn’t exist without it. So
to get the most out of your CSS training, you need to know how to write HTML to create a solid,
wellbuilt foundation. This chapter introduces you to the basics of CSS and shows you how to write
better, more CSSfriendly HTML. The good news is that when you use CSS throughout your site,
HTML actually becomes easier to
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You don’t need to try to turn HTML into the design maven it was never intended to be. Instead, CSS
offers most of the graphic design touches you’ll likely ever want, and HTML pages written to work
with CSS are easier to create, since they require less code and less typing. They’ll also download
faster—a welcome bonus your site’s visitors will appreciate see Figure 11 . HTML Past and Present
HTML provides the foundation for every page you encounter on the Web. When you add CSS into
the mix, HTML becomes simpler, because you don’t need to use HTML tags like the old tag to
control how a web page looks. That job is for CSS. But before jumping into CSS, here’s a quick walk
through HTML’s past and present. HTML Past Whatever Looked Good When a bunch of scientists
created the Web to share technical documentation, nobody called in the graphic designers. All the
scientists needed HTML to do was structure information for easy comprehension. For example, the
tag indicates an important headline, while the tag represents a lesser heading, usually a subheading
of the tag. Another favorite, the ordered list tag, creates a numbered list for things like “Top 10
reasons not to play with jellyfish.” Figure 11. CSSdriven web design makes writing HTML easier.
The two designs pictured here look similar, but the top page is styled completely with CSS, while the
bottom page uses only HTML. The size of the HTML file for the top page is only 4k, while the
HTMLonly page is nearly four times that size at 14k. The HTMLonly approach requires a lot more
code to achieve nearly the same visual effects 213 lines of HTML code compared with 71 lines for
the CSS version. But as soon as people other than scientists started using HTML, they wanted their
web pages to look good. So web designers started to use tags to control appearance rather than
structure
information.http://www.sonnenheizungen.ch/fckeditor/editor/images/hotpoint-wdl520-instruction-ma
nual.xml
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For example, you can use the tag intended for material that’s quoted from another source on any
text that you want to indent a little bit. You can use heading tags to make any text bigger and
bolder—regardless of whether it functions as a heading. In an even more elaborate workaround,
designers learned how to use the tag to create columns of text and accurately place pictures and
text on a page. Unfortunately, since that tag was intended to display spreadsheetlike data—research
results, train schedules, and so on—designers had to get creative by using the tag in unusual ways,
sometimes nesting a table within a table within a table to make their pages look good. Meanwhile,
browser makers introduced new tags and attributes for the specific purpose of making a page look
better. The tag, for example, let you specify a font color, typeface, and one of seven different sizes. If
you’re keeping score at home, that’s about 100 fewer sizes than you can get with, say, Microsoft
Word. Finally, when designers couldn’t get exactly what they wanted, they often resorted to using
graphics. For example, they’d create a large graphic to capture the exact font and layout for web
page elements and then slice the Photoshop files into smaller files and piece them back together
inside tables to recreate the original design. While all of the preceding techniques—using tags in
creative ways, taking advantage of designspecific tag attributes, and making extensive use of
graphics—provide design control over your pages, they also add a lot of additional HTML code. More
code makes your site more difficult to build and much slower for your visitors to download. HTML
Present Scaffolding for CSS No matter what content your web page holds—the fishing season
calendar, driving directions to the nearest IKEA, or pictures from your kid’s birthday party—it’s the
page’s design that makes it look like either a professional enterprise or a parttimer’s hobby.

Good design enhances the message of your site, helps visitors find what they’re looking for, and
determines how the rest of the world sees your website. That’s why web designers went through the
contortions described in the previous section to force HTML to look good. By taking on those design
duties, CSS lets HTML go back to doing what it does best—structuring content. Using HTML to
control the look of text and other web page elements is obsolete. Don’t worry if HTML’s tag is too
big for your taste or bulleted lists aren’t spaced just right. You can take care of that later using CSS.
Instead, think of HTML as a method of adding structure to the content you want up on the Web. Use
HTML to organize your content and CSS to make that content look great. Writing HTML for CSS If
you’re new to web design, you may need some helpful hints to guide your forays into HTML and to



steer clear of wellintentioned, but outofdate HTML techniques. Or if you’ve been building web pages
for a while, you may have picked up a few bad habits that you’re better off forgetting. The rest of
this chapter introduces you to some HTMLwriting habits that will make your mom proud—and help
you get the most out of CSS. Think Structure HTML adds meaning to text by logically dividing it and
identifying the role it plays on the page For example, the tag is the most important introduction to a
page’s content. Other headers let you divide the content into less important, but related sections.
Just like this book, a web page needs a logical structure. Each chapter in this book has a title think
and several sections think , which in turn contain smaller subsections. Imagine how much harder it
would be to read these pages if the words just ran together as one long paragraph. HTML provides
many other tags besides headers for marking up content to identify its role. After all, the M in HTML
stands for markup.

Among the most popular are the tag for paragraphs of text and the tag for creating bulleted
nonnumbered lists. Lesserknown tags can indicate very specific types of content, like for
abbreviations and for computer code. When writing HTML for CSS, use a tag that comes as close as
possible to matching the role the content plays in the page, not the way it looks see tag and other
extra HTML to achieve certain visual effects top. You can achieve the same look and often a better
one with a lot less HTML code bottom. It’s most like a bulleted list of options, so the tag is a good
choice. If you’re saying, “But items in a bulleted list are stacked vertically one on top of the other,
and I want a horizontal navigation bar where each link sits next to the previous link,” don’t worry.
With CSS magic you can convert a vertical list of links into a stylish horizontal navigation bar, as
you’ll see in Chapter 9. More HTML Tags to Keep in Mind HTML’s motley assortment of tags doesn’t
cover the wide range of content you’ll likely have on a web page. Sure, is great for marking up
computer program code, but most folks would find a tag handier. Too bad there isn’t one.



Fortunately, HTML provides several “structural” tags that let you better identify and group content,
and, in the process, provide “handles” that let you attach CSS styles to different page elements. Two
of those tags— and —have been around nearly since the beginning of HTML. HTML5 introduced a
much wider range of tags that let you group content that serves a particular function, like the tag,
which you can use to group supplementary information like a copyright notice, contact information,
or a list of resources.You can achieve the same look and often a better one with a lot less HTML
code bottom. Before CSS, designers had to resort to the tag and other extra HTML to achieve
certain visual effects top.
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In addition, using CSS for formatting frees you up to write HTML that follows the logical structure of
the page’s content. They’ve traditionally been used to organize and group content that doesn’t quite
lend itself to other HTML tags. Think of them as like empty vessels that you fill with content. A div is
a block, meaning it has a line break before it and after it, while a span appears inline, as part of a
paragraph. Otherwise, divs and spans have no inherent visual properties, so you can use CSS to
make them look any way you want. The for division tag indicates any discrete block of content, much
like a paragraph or a headline. But more often it’s used to group any number of other elements, so
you can insert a headline, a bunch of paragraphs, and a bulleted list inside a single block. The tag is
a great way to subdivide a page into logical areas, like a banner, footer, sidebar, and so on. Using
CSS, you can later position each area to create sophisticated page layouts a topic that’s covered in
Part 3 . UP TO SPEED Simple HTML Is Search Engine Friendly Once you ignore how plain HTML
looks and instead think of it simply as the way to structure a document’s content, and CSS as the
tool for making that content look good, you’ll discover additional benefits to writing lean, mean
HTML. For one thing, you may boost your searchengine ranking as determined by sites like Google,
Yahoo, and Bing. That’s because when search engines crawl the Web, indexing the content on
websites, they go through all the HTML on each page to discover the actual content. The old HTML
way of using special tags like and lots of tables to design a page gets in the way of the search
engine’s job. In fact, some search engines stop reading a page’s HTML after a certain number of
characters. When you use HTML just for design, the search engine may miss important content on
the page or even fail to rank it at all. By contrast, simple, structured HTML is easy for a search
engine to read and index.
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Using an tag to indicate the most important topic of the page as opposed to just making the text big
and bold is a smart strategy Search engines give greater weight to the contents inside that tag when
they index the page. What’s more, CSS lets you control where content appears on the page. For
example, although you may want a fancy navigation bar, a newsletter signup form, and a Contact Us
button to appear at the top of your web page, you don’t have to place that content at the top of your
HTML file. You can place the page’s most important content at the top of the HTML and let CSS
control exactly where everything appears in the browser window. To see Google’s suggestions for
building searchfriendly websites, download their search engine start kit at. The tag is used for inline
elements words or phrases that appear inside a larger paragraph or heading. Treat it just like other
inline HTML tags, such as the tag for adding a link to some text in a paragraph or the tag for
emphasizing a word in a paragraph. For example, you could use a tag to indicate the name of a
company, and then use CSS to highlight the name by using a different font, color, and so on. Here’s
an example of these tags in action, complete with a sneak peek of a couple of attributes— id and
class —frequently used to attach styles to parts of a page. They’re used frequently in CSSheavy web
pages, and in this book you’ll learn how to use them in combination with CSS to gain creative control
over your web pages. Additional Tags in HTML5 The tag is rather generic—it’s simply a blocklevel
element used to divide a page into sections. One of the goals of HTML5 is to provide other, more
semantic tags for web designers to choose from. Making your HTML more semantic simply means
using tags that accurately describe the content they contain. As mentioned earlier in this section,
you should use the heading 1 tag when placing text that describes the primary content of a page.

Likewise, the tag tells you clearly what kind of information is placed inside—programming code.
HTML5 includes many different tags whose names reflect the type of content they contain, and can
be used in place of the tag. The tag, for example, is used to mark off a section of a page that contains
a complete, independent composition, like a blog post, an online magazine article, or simply the
page’s main body of text. Likewise, the tag indicates a header or banner the top part of a page,
usually containing a logo, sitewide navigation, page title and tagline, and so on. Many HTML5 tags
are intended to expand upon the generic tag. Here are a few other HTML5 tags frequently used to
structure the content on a page The tag contains a grouping of related content, such as the chapter
of a book. For example, you could divide the content of a home page into three sections one for an



introduction to the site, one for contact information, and another for latest news. The tag holds
content that is related to content around it. A sidebar in a print magazine is an example of the type
of content that would go into an. The tag contains information you’d usually place in a page’s footer,
like a copyright notice, legal information, some site navigation links, and so on. You’re not limited to
just a single per page, though; you can put a footer inside an, for example, to hold related
information like footnotes, references, or citations. The element is used to contain primary
navigation links. The tag is used for an illustrative image. You can place an tag inside it, as well as
another new HTML5 tag—the tag, which is used to display a caption explaining the photo or
illustration within the. Tip Understanding which HTML5 tag to use—should your text be an or a
—can be tricky. For a handy flowchart that makes sense of HTML5’s new sectioning elements,
download the PDF from the HTML5doctor.com at.
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There are other HTML5 elements, and many of them simply provide a more descriptive alternative
to the tag. This book uses both the tag and the new HTML5 tags to help organize webpage content.
The downside of HTML5 is that Internet Explorer 8 and earlier don’t recognize the new tags without
a little bit of help see the box on Getting IE8 to Understand HTML5 . In addition to letting you feel
like you’re keeping up with the latest web design trends, using HTML5 tags provides you with clues
about a page’s content, and may boost the site’s search engine ranking. For example, using the tag
to hold the main story on a web page can highlight what’s inside that tag, and is more descriptive
that is, semantic than a plain old. Even so, many web designers still use tags even in places where
an HTML5 tag makes sense, so there’s no harm in continuing to use the tag and avoiding the
HTML5 sectioning elements if you like. In addition, even with the HTML5 tags, sometimes you still
need use tags simply to group other HTML tags. You’d do this to provide a way to move that group
to another spot on a page, to give the group a consistent background color, or to draw an outline
and add a drop shadow. Keep Your Layout in Mind While you’ll use the tag to identify the main topic
of the page and the tag to add a paragraph of text, you’ll eventually want to organize a page’s
content into a pleasing layout. As you learn how to use CSS to lay out a page in Part 3, it doesn’t
hurt to keep your design in mind while you write the page’s HTML. You can think of web page layout
as the artful arrangement of boxes see Figure 13 for an example. After all, a twocolumn design
consisting of two vertical columns of text is really just two rectangular boxes sitting side by side. A
header consisting of a logo, tagline, search box, and site navigation is really just a wide rectangular
box sitting across the top of the browser window.

In other words, if you imagine the groupings and layout of content on a page, you’d see boxes sitting
on top of, next to, and below one another. Figure 13. This basic twocolumn layout includes a banner
top, a column of main content middle, left, a sidebar middle, right, and a footer bottom. These are
the main structural boxes making up this page’s layout. WORKAROUND WORKSHOP Getting IE8 to
Understand HTML5 HTML5 gives you many HTML tags to play with, from tags that clearly describe
the kind of content they hold, like the tag, to ones that provide added functionality, like the tag for
embedding videos and the tag for embedding sound and music. Unfortunately, Internet Explorer 8
and earlier don’t recognize these new tags, and won’t respond to any CSS you apply to them. That’s
right—if you’re using HTML5 and viewing web pages in IE8, this book is useless to you. Simply place
the following code before the closing tag at the top of your HTML file In other words, only IE6, 7,
and 8 respond to this code, and all other browsers including newer versions of IE simply ignore it.
This code makes earlier versions of IE load a small JavaScript program that forces the browser to
recognize HTML5 tags and apply the CSS that applies to those tags. This code only affects how the
browser displays and prints HTML5 tags; it doesn’t make the browser “understand” an HTML5 tag
that actually does something. For example, IE8 and earlier don’t understand the tag and can’t play
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HTML5 video even with the added JavaScript code. If you’re wondering whether you even need to
worry about Internet Explorer 8 anymore, check out the box on Should I Care About IE8. In your
HTML, you create these boxes, or structural units, using the tag, or one of HTML5’s structural tags
like,,, and. Simply wrap the HTML tags that make up the banner area, for example, in one div, a
column’s worth of HTML in another, and so on.

If you’re HTML5 savvy, you might create the design pictured in Figure 13, with a tag for the top
banner, an tag for the main text, an or tag for the sidebar, and a tag for the page’s footer. In other
words, if you plan to place a group of HTML tags together somewhere on a page, then you’ll need to
wrap those tags in a sectioning element like a,,, or. As you’ll learn in Part 3, CSS provides powerful
layout tools. You can literally place HTML anywhere in the browser window; recent developments
like flexbox Chapter 15 give you lots of freedom in how you structure your HTML. Still, it’s always a
good idea to group related content into some kind of container element like a or an HTML5
structural tag. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION Should I Care About IE8. I know Internet Explorer
6 used to be a big headache for web designers. What versions of Internet Explorer should I be
designing for now. If you’re a web designer, you’ve probably got the latest versions of Internet
Explorer, Firefox, Safari, Chrome, and Opera on your computer. But you can’t depend on your
audience to update their web browsers; maybe they don’t know how, or their computers are too old
to use newer versions. You may also be able to find them as part of a “history of computing” exhibit
in a science museum somewhere. However, as of this writing, Internet Explorer 8 is still used
throughout the world. It’s certainly not the most popular browser, but depending on your source it’s
still used by anywhere from around 2% to 19% of the world’s web users. However, even statistics
that include the geographic region of your site’s audience don’t truly reflect what visitors to your
site use. If you build a site aimed at techsavvy web designers, odds are that you haven’t had a visitor
with IE 8 for quite some time. However, if your site’s aimed at people in China, you may need to deal
with IE 8 and maybe even 6 and 7. Microsoft says it will discontinue support for Internet Explorer 8
by January 2016.

At that point, Windows fans will have more incentive to upgrade IE or switch to another browser,
like Chrome or Firefox. The biggest problem with IE8 is that it doesn’t understand HTML5 tags,
which means you can’t directly format these tags with CSS. If you’re really worried about supporting
Internet Explorer 8, either skip the HTML5 tags described on Additional Tags in HTML5 for
structuring your HTML and stick to tags, or use the quick JavaScript solution described in the box on
Getting IE8 to Understand HTML5. HTML to Forget CSS lets you write simpler HTML for one big
reason There are many old HTML tags that you should abandon if you’re still using them. The tag is
the most glaring example. Its sole purpose is to add a color, size and font to text. It doesn’t do
anything to make the page’s structure more understandable. Here’s a list of tags and attributes you
can easily replace with CSS Ditch for controlling the display of text. CSS does a much better job with
text. See Chapter 6 for textformatting techniques. Don’t use the and tags to emphasize text. If you
want text to really be emphasized, use the tag, which browsers normally display as bold. For a
slightly less emphatic point, use the tag, which browsers display as italic. You can use CSS to make
any text on a page italicized, bolded, or both. While HTML 4 tried to phase the and tags out, HTML5
has brought them back. In HTML5 the tag is meant to merely make text bold without adding any
meaning to that text that is, you just want the text to be bold looking but you don’t want people to
treat that text like you’re shouting it. Likewise, the tag is used for italicizing text, but not
emphasizing its meaning. Note To italicize a publication’s title, the tag kills two birds with one stone.
It puts the title in italics and tags it as a cited work for search engines’ benefit.

Of course, CSS lets you do anything you want with the tag, so if you want to reference a publication
and not italicize it, you can still use the tag. Skip the tag for page layout. Use tables only to display
information like spreadsheets, schedules, and charts. As you’ll see in Part 3, you can do all your



layout with CSS for much less time and code than the tabletag tango. Don’t abuse the tag. If you
grew up using the tag to insert a line break without creating a new paragraph, then you’re in for a
treat. Browsers automatically—and sometimes infuriatingly—insert a bit of space between
paragraphs, including between headers and tags. In the past, designers used elaborate workarounds
to avoid paragraph spacing they didn’t want, like replacing a single tag with a bunch of line breaks
and using a tag to make the first line of the paragraph look like a headline. Using CSS’s margin
controls, you can easily set the amount of space you want to see between paragraphs, headers, and
other blocklevel elements. Note In Chapter 5, you’ll learn about a technique called a “CSS Reset,”
which eliminates the gaps browsers normally insert between paragraphs and other tags see Starting
with a Clean Slate . As a general rule, adding attributes to tags that set colors, borders, background
images, or alignment—including attributes that let you format a table’s colors, backgrounds, and
borders—is pure oldschool HTML. So is using alignment properties to position images and center
text in paragraphs and table cells. UP TO SPEED Validate Your Web Pages HTML follows certain
rules For example, the tag wraps around the other tags on a page, and the tag needs to appear
within the tag. It’s easy to forget these rules or simply make a typo. Incorrect or invalid, as the pros
would say HTML causes problems like making your page look different in different web browsers.
More importantly, even valid CSS may not work as expected with invalid HTML.

Fortunately, there are tools for checking whether the HTML in your web pages is correctly written.
The easiest way to check—that is, validate —your pages is on the W3C’s website at see Figure 14 .
The W3C, or World Wide Web Consortium, is the organization responsible for determining the
standards for many Web technologies and languages, including HTML and CSS. If the W3C validator
finds any errors in your page, it tells you what they are. The Web Developer extension for Chrome,
Firefox, and Opera provides a quick way to test a page in the W3C validator. Figure 14. The W3C
HTML validator located at lets you quickly make sure the HTML in a page is sound. You can point
the validator to an already existing page on the Web, upload an HTML file from your computer, or
just paste the HTML of a web page into a form box and then click the Check button. Tips to Guide
Your Way It’s always good to have a map to get the lay of the land. If you’re still not sure how to use
HTML to create wellstructured web pages, then here are a few tips to get you started Use headings
to indicate the relative importance of text. Again, think outline. When two headings have equal
importance in the topic of your page, use the same level header on both. If one is less important or a
subtopic of the other, then use the nextlevel header. For example, follow an with an tag see,, and so
on as you would if you were outlining a school report Put them in order of importance, beginning
with an tag, which should shout “Listen up. For example, don’t follow an tag with an tag.,, and so on
as you would if you were outlining a school report Put them in order of importance, beginning with
an tag, which should shout “Listen up. This is what this whole page is about.” Use the tag for
paragraphs of text. Use unordered lists when you’ve got a list of several related items, such as
navigation links, headlines, or a set of tips like these.

Use numbered lists to indicate steps in a process or define the order of a set of items. The tutorials
in this book are a good example, as is a list of rankings like “Top 10 websites popular with monks.”
To create a glossary of terms and their definitions or descriptions, use the definition list tag in
conjunction with the definition term and definition description tags. For an example of how to use
this combo, visit. If you want to include a quotation like a snippet of text from another website, a
movie review, or just some wise saying of your grandfather’s, try the tag for long passages or the tag
to place a short quote within a longer paragraph, like this Mark Twain is said to have written The
coldest winter I ever spentUnfortunately, he never actually wroteAs explained in full on HTML Past
and Present, steer clear of any tag or attribute aimed solely at changing the appearance of a text or
image. CSS, as you’ll see, can do it all. You’ll get more advice on how to use these in later chapters.
Don’t overuse tags. Some web designers think all they need are tags, ignoring tags that might be
more appropriate. For example, to create a navigation bar, you could add a tag to a page and fill it



with a bunch of links. A better approach would be to use a bulleted list tag, After all, a navigation
bar is really just a list of links. As discussed on Additional Tags in HTML5, HTML5 provides several
new tags that can take the place of the tag, like the,, and tags. For a navigation bar, you could use
the HTML5 tag. Remember to close tags. The opening tag needs its partner in crime the closing tag,
as do all other tags, except the few selfclosers like and. Validate your pages with the W3C validator
see Figure 14 and the box on Validate Your Web Pages . Poorly written or typoridden HTML causes
many weird browser errors. The Importance of the Doctype HTML follows certain rules.


